DECEMBER 2010 Volume 81 No0.12
£ From Pastor Schulte’'s Pen

Advent is here! Merry Christmas! With Advent begjimg on November 2§ it seems as
though Christmas will soon be here. God grantftiatyear we may all have the opportunity to
anticipate Christ’s coming during Advent as we d¢des “Christ is come! Christ has died!
Christ will come again.

Advent Scripture Readings on the Sundays of Adiaetp us to focus on the return of Christ in his@et
Coming. As 2012 approaches we will hear much mboaiathe end of the world. For us Lutheran Chnnstja
our faith and our hope is in Jesus Christ. Ourigatot to try to figure out the numbers,, the tinoe the year,,,
but rather to focus upon the God whom we serveeabwe in faith, trusting that the Lord will takeue of all
End of Time issues. Whether Jesus Christ returamagnce, twice or three times is not the issine iEsue is
that Christ has come, Christ is come and that €imlscome again. We will begin having Morning Rea,
starting on the first Wednesday in Advent, meetimthe Historic Chapel from 7 to 7:30 AM. Come 3aith
us in a simple service of prayer as we considers€ficoming.

Moving through Advent we have the opportunity ttebeate the Festival of the Nativitiy. The earlyuoth
chose a pagan holiday as the date for the celehrafithe Feast of The Nativity. The focus is notloe cele-
bration of Jesus’ birthday, for we do not know tfage of his birth. But what we celebrate in thei§tran
Church is the fact that GOD WABORN ON EARTH, that God became flesh,,, the inaiom or the en-flesh
-ment of God. Martin Luther would say, “I believeat Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Féttwer
eternity, and also true human being, born of thrgiiMary is my Lord!”

This is the JOY of the season, that God so lovednbrld that he became one of us so that througifej
suffering, death and resurrection he might recerttié world unto himselfloy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king!

Our celebrations of Christmas this year will inautiree services on Christmas Eve beginning witbva
Children/Young Families Holy Communion at 4PM. Titewhal Services of Holy Communion, candles and
carols will be held at 6:00 PM and at 9:30 PM. @amnd worship Christ the new-born king! Invite iarid to
worship with you.

God bless you and your family with a Joy-filledeB$sed Christmas!

Pastor Henry Schulte / M@/ n %TW “ -
- __From the St. John Lu%éﬁ:ﬁ
L Staff -
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Christmas Eve Worship
Plans

We are reconfiguring the Christ-
mas Eve Communion Services
this year so that we may serve
more people and provide a spe-
cial service geared toward fami-
lies with young children.

SERVICE
The schedule will be:

4:00 PM Children/Young Families/All — With Chil-
dren's /Youth Choir, Candles & Communion

6:00 PM Traditional Candlelight Service with Holy
Communion — Sanctuary Choir

9:30 PM Traditional Candlelight Service with Holy
Communion — Special Music

Please mark your calendar, invite your friends and
make your plans for worship.

St. John Lutheran Church Cookbooksare availabl
for sale at $15.00 each. They make great Christmjas
gifts, if you would like one please come by the rciu
office or call 249-3651

Council Contacts
President, - Jim Beaver - 830-981-2356
Vice-President, Dennis Kruse - 830-537-4114
Treasurer, Don Busbhy - 830-249-3115
Secretary, Dennis Ruck - 830-755-8976
Children's Ministry Chair - Ann Fulling - 210-31898
Youth Faith Formation Chair Paige SchmedemannBBH7197
Adult Faith Formation Becky Benson 830-981-4782
Worship, Reidun Hilleman - 830-230-5288
Stewardship, Fred Keller - 830 537-4502
Social Ministries, Randy Ehmen - 830-980-2745
Property, Brandt Klutts- 830-249-0165
Evangelism, Deanna Grist 830 981 4711
Fellowship, Nancy Felps - 830-336-2768
Youth Member, Emma Kruse - 830-537-4114
Youth Member, Alexander Ruck - 830-755-8976
The Messenger is the official monthly publicatidn o
St. John Lutheran Church

P.O. Box 1081, Boerne, Texas, 78006
Contributing Editors: Henry Schulte, Jeff Carpente
Mariola Bergquist, T.J. Bazzoon, Ann Knuppel, Riinion,
Shannon Brehmer and many more. Distribution: Tlevdlous
Mailers Printing graciously provided by LEBCO Gragsh

Quarterly Local Benevolence Report July— Sept.
2010

Boerne Food Pantry $ 500.00
Boerne Family Services $ 500.00
Rainbow Center $ 500.00
Daily Bread Ministry $ 500.00

TLU Tuition Asst. $ 1,500.00
Fall Festival $ 3,000.00
Total $ 6,500.00

Monthly Benevolence Report August 2010

Crosstrails Operations $ 548.51
Lutheran Social Services $ 274.26
UTSA Lutheran Campus Ministries  $ 411.38
Crosstrails Improvement $ 274.26
New Life Center for Girls—LSS $ 274.26

Lutheran World Relief ~World Vision $ 548.51

Lutheran World Relief $ 548.51

Developing Lutheran ChurchBody $ 1,097.03
Cause of the Month $ 1,097.03
Foreign & Domestic Missions $ 411.38
Total $ 5,485.13
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. 2 Please help with our annual “Pennies for
G5 : . i
4-Hour AARP Driver Safety Course il 5% Angels” campaign this Christmas season.

December 9, 2010, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00

p.m. in Kronkosky Place, Ne"‘.’ Rainbow Sen- past, we’ll be collecting loose change  (odatsl,
lor Center#17 Old San Antonio Rd, Boerne, or checks!) to share with Fabra Elementary
Texas. This course designed and is available school. The school uses the funds to provide -assis
to seniors in the City of Boerne and surround- tance to families through the Christmas seasoris Th
ing areas, but this course does not fulfill re-  assistance is not only the surprise of a Christyifas
quirements for court ordered Defensive Driv- Put also clothing, a warm coat, and other basiesiec
ing. Cost for course: $12 for AARP Memberssmes. There is quite a need in our communitight

- here, cl to hon
and $14 for Non-Members. To sign, wall ere, close fohome
(830) 249-2114. The big giant money jar will be in The Gathering

Place at least through the middle of December sLet

As our church has done so generously in the

after the 10:30am service to consider council If you have any questions or need additional infarm

recommendation for the installation of projec- tion, please contact Maryanna Pearson at (830) 249-
tors in the sanctuary. 9129 or m2p2@gvtc.com

Thornton Family Update

Randy and Stephanie Ehmen, along with the Thorfatimily wish you all Happy Holidays and Merry Chrisds!

Once again the year has flown by and we have alethsome achievements and milestones. Five ggarae embarked
on a mission journey together. Little did we knith& challenges and triumphs that lay ahead, onaige outpouring of
love and compassion that so many of you have shown.

Mr. Thornton is doing well and feeling more settlafe often hear little remarks that remind us tlehas not forgotten
the trauma they have had to live through. He tadseep his mind and body busy with friends, fighiand a little farming
to help provide food for his family.

Marquel is doing well in? grade. She is on the AB Honor Roll each semestetjs enjoying competitive sports. Her
basketball team did very well, and now she is osoiecer, although her favorite is still volleybaBhe is growing fast, so
keeping her in clothes is a challenge.

Annie is working hard, especially on math. Sheekoto read and we are thankful for all the donatmirbooks the kids
have received over the years. They are well u&# is remarkably care-free, but has come a langimlearning how to
have healthy relationships.

Charlie is living with us now and doing well in higw school. He has an awesome teacher who isivgovkery hard to
bring him up to par. We have learned a lot abdDH® and how it can prevent a very smart child fiearning, and he is
now bringing home 90’s and 100’s most of the tirae loves sports and his coaches love his attaéiiay!

Chip is always happy and sometimes a little shg.idsmarter than he lets on at times! He lovegaizh Charlie play
football and basketball and wants to know if he play, “pleeeeeeeeease?”

We want to take this opportunity to once again khahof you for your support in this mission. Wiéhive may wish that
our “system” allowed Mr. Thornton to have a jobddesn’t and we have to live with that reality. cBese he loves these
kids so much and has a desire to see them brediotius of poverty and live productive lives, we éétve opportunity to
help him in this mission. By providing a home foem to live in, you have given them the opportutitiearn and grow
and thrive.

If you would like to help the Thornton’s have a Me€hristmas again this year, there are severabway can help. Tax-
deductible monetary donations can be made to Bh Jdesignhated to the “Thornton Fund-Christmdéyou would prefer
to do some shopping for Mr. Thornton or one ofkliks, you can email Stephaniesathmen@agvtc.corfor suggestions
(or call 830-980-2745). We are happy to do thepphrg for you if you prefer.

Merry Christmas!
Randy and Stephanie Ehmen, Turk, Marquel, Annigrlizhand Chip
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Chhilldrren"<=

Director of Children’s Ministry
Ann Knuppel
(830)249-3651 X-210

. Nursery Director Tiffany Jureczki
ann@stjohnlutheran.com y y

(830) 230-5440 email tiffanyhermann@hotmail.com

i Important Dates to Remember
' December
I

.1 - 1st Wed. 5th & 6th grade

| 4 - Play Practice 9:30 - 11:30
-11 - Play Practice 9:30 - 1130

| 12 - Children’s Christmas Play
24 - Christmas Eve Service

9:10-9:25 Snack & Fellowship in ' ) +
Luther Hall 01) $ $,%
9:25-9:35 Opening "
1st thru 5th - LutherHall |- =- === - - = - -
6th - Holy Hangout
Pre-K & Kinder Father Abraham’s
Tent with Mrs. Urban
9:35— Dismiss to workshops
10:15—- Parents pickup in :
workshops . I
P
T #
S # $ %
) S

g
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% Jesus’ Birth :

& Pre-Kinder Kindergarten :

&8Z -+ Jesusis God's Son *Jesus is the Savior
=z promised long ago. God Promised.

1 Jesus is God’s Son. *Jesus is the Savior // /,9 H ly %%\\
XA =~ Jesusis God’'s Son, born in Bethlehem . // o :
d born in a stable. ©Jesus is the Savior the :
€ - Angels announced angels told about :
r that Jesus is God’s *Jesus is the Savior the 5

C  son Shepherds found :
€© - TheWisemenknew - Jesus isthe Savior the :
]:Ii that Jesus is God's Wise men worshipped.

[ Son. :

T
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“All  WANT FOR CHRISTMAS...IS JESUS”

e # $%$ " $ " & &
! &

Happy Birthday !

5 - Laurell Pfeiffer

9 - Maddie Faldyn

10 - Jake Pearson

14 - John Pounds

17 - Maddie Kidder
20 - Hayden Allen

20 - Caleb Hillman
21 - Lilly Edwards

21 - Miles Wehrmann
29 - Sean Justice

9 - Jeffrey Morrison
9 - Lila Morrison
23 - Brooke Adickes
30 - Corey Klein

December 1st
5th & 6th Graders

15t Wednesd®y

1 |
1 |
1 |
1 |
1 |
1 |
1 |
1 |
1 |
1 Pizza at 6:00 1
1 in the Diner !
1 Fellowship & Service !
1 on the 1st Wednesday !
: of every month! :
1 |
1 |
1 |
1 |
1 |
1 |
1 |

We will be going off
Campus. All children will
need permission forms!

6:00p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

"™ ##

1st - 5th Graders
December 5th - 19th

In this 6 week unit Christ’s birth and life are revealed through
Christmas symbols we use today. Children learn that many of the symbols
they see decorating their homes, store windows, and streets have deeper
meaning than the secular symbols they have become
and that they point to Jesus’ birth.

The children also learn the importance of telling the Christmas story to others.
Workshops for the next 4 weeks include:
Cooking : The candy cane is a widely used decoration at Christmas. How
does the candy cane point to Jesus and the true meaning of Christmas? The
children learn of the legend of the candy cane and explore how each candy
cane part reveals the Christmas story and points to Jesus. The children will
make candy cane cookies to share with family and friends.
Science : Strands and strands of colorful lights decorate our trees, our
homes, and our towns during Christmas. The children will learn how Christmas
lights point to Jesus and reveal the true meaning of Christmas. Through a
science experiment, the children will learn how the Christ Child was born to be
the "Light of the World." Then, using conductors and insulators, the children
will learn how to let the light of Christ shine within them.
Computer : Although many Christmas carols retell the story of Jesus’ birth,
some do not appear to have any obvious connection. Nonetheless, legends
tell us that some have important and meaningful connections to our Christian
faith. The children will become detectives using their computers to crack the
code embedded in the well-known Christmas song, “The Twelve Days of
Christmas.” Beside the obvious reference to the church’s twelve liturgical
days following Jesus’ birth, this song’s code carries important messages that
were known only to a particular Christian group.
Movie : While watching the video “The Birth of Jesus” on December 26th the
children learn the importance of telling the Christmas story to others.
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Adult Faith Formation
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Victory Over Defeat

Maykayla Cook, the fifteen year old daughter of Dleand Lisa
Cook, has written a book entitled/oice Of The Unborn”. It is

a fantastic story of the life of a modern day unsity student
named Nicole Richardson, a student at A&M but Largk will
love it as well! | couldn’t believe that a 15 yedd young lady
could write with such vision, insight, tenderndsasth and sense
of being the Beloved Daughter of God. Those of be wnow
Makayla as the beautiful adopted daughter of thek€awvill in-
terrupt our reading with prayers of thanksgivinghesread of her
joy coming through in her being the beloved daugbtéer par-
ents as well. So much of Makayla comes througheane per-
mitted to enter the world of teenagers
for this too good to be true novel. Yo
will find the meaning of the title after
you read the book. We are so proud
you, Makayla!

Makayla will be going to Haiti with he
Dad on December'5as they go to wor
with the orphanage. They will be bac
in time for herBook Signinghere at St.
John the morning of December™9

Pastor Henry Schulte

Cost of the book will be $20
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MQ %p “Ask, Seek, Knock. Class”: his class is facilitated by
%@ﬁ% U L E Rob Bradley. This class enjoys delving into scripture, chap-
ter by chapter. New study topics are chosen by the class at

Kindred Spirits:  This class is taught by David Houston
and meets in Room 211, the council room. This is a small
caring class of couples and singles, ages 45+, committed
to helping each member know God in a deeper way
through Biblical study and discussions. They are currently
studying the book of Hebrews.

The “Logos” Class:  Small Dining Room. In this large
class, a facilitator leads an engaging discussion of various
books of the bible. Couples and singles will feel welcome
in this warm, caring community. All members contribute to
the conversation and through the group we come to an
understanding of God’'s Word. This class is studying “The
Life of Moses.”

Seekers: This fun and unique class, led by Lanne Breh-
mer, studies a wide range of biblical topics from books of
the bible to contemporary issues. In this class, you can
always count on enjoying something good to eat and join-
ing in an interactive discussion. They meet in the Alpha
Room in the FLC and is studying the book of Revelation.

the close of each book. Discussions revolve around God's
Word - its historical context and relevance to our lives today.
The class currently meets in Pastor Schulte's office. Grab
your coffee and bring your questions. They are currently
studying the book of Matthew.

Breakfast Club : This lively class designed for couples
and singles, ages 35-50’s, provide a remarkable support
system for each other. On Sundays, they meet in the
Saxon House over breakfast and discuss various bible
study topics. They also meet occasionally for fellowship
events. This class is studying the “Truth Project”.

Renewal: Adult Ministries Office. This class, designed for
women, is led by Mary Kruse. They are currently studying
“Lord, | Want to Know You,” by Kay Arthur.

Faith Builders: This class is led by Dennis Kruse. They
meet in the Saxon house, which is next to Faith Hall. This is
an open environment where they as men apply scripture to
their lives. This class is
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Friends N Faith CAY

Below is a list of our current F_riends N Faith Grogps, when they o Wl_\'ll
meet, and who to contact if you're interested in aending: 2 "\ 0 \i
LARKS : This group meets on the 1st Monday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. in the Family Life Center. CGuntt # $ % & (
Pastor Don and Marge Adicks at 830-981-8248. ) 0§ 4+
LUNCH BUNCH: This group meets on the 2nd Thurs-
day of each month at 12:00 p.m. at different rastats. , #S$
Contact Elizabeth Markell at 755-4410. # -

EAT OUT GROUP: This group meets on the 3rd Thurst- '
day of each month at 6:30 pm at different restasran /0

Contact Kjell & Arliss Oliverson at 830-981-8501.

DOMINOES: This group meets on the 1st Sunday of
each month at 6:00p.m. in Luther Hall. ContacsiPat
Brehmer at 830-816-2221.

CANASTA: This group meets on the 3rd Sunday of each A 6
month at 6:00 p.m. in Luther Hall. (/ 0? (CF?1#6
HAND AND FOOT CANASTA: This group meets on

the 4th Sunday of each month at 6:00 p.m. ContageD

Smith at 830-537-9120. I I A &
SCRAPBOOKING/CRAFTS: This group meets on the + .GO1.
2nd Tuesday of each month in The Alpha Room (FLC).

Contact Kathy Cruz at 336-2804. (
QUILTING: This group meets on the 1st and 2nd Mon-
days of each month. Contact Nancy Felps at 33&276
BASKETBALL: This group meets every Thursday at
7:00 p.m. in the Family Life Center. This graalpo
meets every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. in the FLC. &nt
Zack Fisher at 830-816-4452. ( |
FABULOUS FOLDERS: This group meets every Fri- =@0 @48@ 7 !
day morning in room 212 at 8:30 a.m. to fold bitigt

Contact Deneice Cheves at 830-249-3651.

¢ 1 3

MARVELOUS MAILERS: This group meets as needed
to help with church mailings. Contact Deneice Giseat
830-249-3651. , h .
YOUNG FAMILIES: This group meets monthly for so- Men’s Lunc Group.
cial activities. Contact Marissa Klein at 830-38637.
GROWING FAMILIES: This group meets monthly for
social activities. Contact Jill Daniels at 830-BM341.

The San Antonio luncheon will be Monday, December
20th at Mamacita’s at 11:30 am. For more information
please contact Bart Graves during regular business

MEN'S BREAKFAST: This group meets every other hours at 210/734-8007 or bart.graves@thrivent.com.
Tuesday at 6:30 a.m. in the Small Dining Room. t&cih  We are looking forward to a great time of fellowship and
the church office for more information. hope that you will be able to attend.

“RUTH’S JOURNEY”: This group will consist of St.
John Members who are widows. “Ruth’s Journey” will
meet together monthly for social activities. Farrein-
formation, contact June Gaubatz at 210-698-3404.
Men’s Lunch Group: Meets on the 3rd Tuesday at
Mamacita’s at 11:30 am in San Antonio please con-
tact Bart Graves during regular business hours at
210/734-8007 obart.graves@thrivent.cam
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Thank you ,,!
Wow!
St. John
donated 160 filled shoe-
boxes!

Thanks to everyone who participated!

n I >
3 8 054
| &
GC1(111 >
(
¥ })’% . To the Families of Reed Dillon, Viola
/| Denton and Anita Meyer, as they mourn
“i%( /j the loss of their loved ones.
i
|

Our Members and Friends Serving in the Military in
Irag and Afghanistan:

Justin Golla
Damon Pipkin Afghanistan

Michael Cosby - Kuwait
Casey Turk - Iraq
Jonathan Rogers - Iraq
Charles Hefner-Iraq
Ryan Maltsberger —Iraq

Tim Smith - Afganistan

@4 Family Life

Heritage Placelst Wednesday pm

Riverview 2nd Wednesday am —room visits

Care Choice
3 Wednesday at 1:00 pm Service w/communion

Town and Country 4th Wednesday 10:30 am
Service w/ communion

Menger Springs Cibolo House2nd Wednesday am

Menger Springs Menger House
3rd Sunday 3:30pm Service w/communion

Home Visits- Tuesdays and Wednesdays

Pastor Mariola Bergquist - Visitation Pastor
pastormariola@stjohnlutheran.com

Church (830)249-3651 ext 207
Or Home at(830) 249- 2121

w7 [} & o @

it Honoring our Senior iy
aghl Members (80+)
With Birthdays In Novembe
Maurice Theis 12/12
Billie Bergmann 12/13
Frances Dillon 12/24 >
W= -
e

Sharism: : | know you believe you under-

Jeff Crownover Afghanistan stand what you think | said, but I'm not

sure you realize that what you heard is not
what | meant.
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Sun Man Tue Wed Thu Eri Sat
1 Morning Prayer 7:00 am 2Men’s Basketball | 3 4 Property Work Day
Decorate Church 8:30 am | 7:00 pm am
1st Wednesday—FH 6:30 pr; Handbells 7 pm Children’s Christmas
JIF 6:30 FLC Program Rehearsal 9:3
SR. High 6:30 pm SH -11:30 am
Choir 7:00 pm
5 Blood Drive 6 LARKS | 7Beth Moore Bible 8 Morning Prayer 7:00 am | 9 Men’s Basketbal 10 Stroke Scan | 11 River City Ringers
Christmas Cantata —10:30 servicg 6:30 pm Study 9:30 am LH JIF 6:30 FLC 7:00 pm 10:00 am—7:00 pm Concert 3:00 pm
Book Signing—Lynn Markwald Men'’s Basketball 7:00| SR. High 6:30 pm SH Children’s Christmas
Congregational Meeting 11:30 pm Choir 7:00 pm Program Rehearsal 9:3
a.m. Property Meeting 7 :0 -11:30 am
Christmas Diner Following meetin pm Boardroom
Dominoes 6:00 pm
12 Children’s Christmas Progran 13 Boo k | 14 Men’s Breakfast | 15 Morning Prayer 7:00 am 16 Men’s Basket- | 17 18
5:30 pm Club 12- 6:30 am JIF 6:30 FLC ball 7:00 pm
1pm Beth Moore Bible Stud| SR. High 6:30 pm SH
Council 9:30 am LH Choir 7:00 pm
Meeting Men'’s Basketball 7:00
6:45 pm pm
19 New Members Received & | 20 21 Men's Lunch at | 22 Morning Prayer 7:00 am 23 Men’s Basket- | 24 Office Closed | 25
Luncheon Mamacita's SA 11:30 | JIF 6:30 FLC ball 7:00 pm Family & Children’s
Book Signing—Makayla Cook am SR. High 6:30 pm SH Service 4:00 pm
Canasta 6:00 pm Men'’s Basketball 7:00 | Choir 7:00 pm Traditional Services
pm 6:00 & 9:30 pm
26 Hand & Foot 27 28 Men's Breakfast | 29 Morning Prayer 7:00 am 30 Men’s Basket- | 31 Holiday -
Canasta 6:00 pm Holiday— | 6:30 am JIF 6:30 FLC ball 7:00 pm Office Closed
Office Men’s Basketball 7:00| SR. High 6:30 pm SH Sr. High Lock-in
Closed pm Choir 7:00 pm ends 9:00 am

Sr. High Lock-in SH & FLC
6:30 pm
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The Messenger

St. John Lutheran Church
315 E. Rosewood

P.O. Box 1081

Boerne, TX 78006

Return Service Requested

4:00 PM Children/Young Families/
All — With Children's /Youth Chair,
Candles & Communion

6:00 PM Traditional Candlelight
Service with Holy Communion —
Sanctuary Choir

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. Postage Paid
Boerne, TX 78006

Permit #7

9:30 PM Traditional Candlelight

SERVICE

Service with Holy Communion —

Special Music

\_ _/
December 5 December 12 December 19 | December 26
Acolytes B:00 Sam Murley Kaila Daniels Paige Parris Hailey Biezk
Ashley Hillman Karla Daniels Catherine Rogers Tiho8k
10:30 Kaylee Hornung David Hilleman Madison Rogefs  Joshuaam
Ben Bond Andrew Oster Jared Schramm David Kruse
Tanner Smith Anna Bergquist
Acolytes /A Ryder Welch Anderew Peteg
Sacristants /S Haley Peters
Assisting g:00 Doris Beath Ed Whitaker Paul Harris Randy Ehmen
Ministers 10:30 Kate Russ Rachel Edwards Dennis Ruck Steve Rogers
Altar Guild 8:00 Mary & Emma Kruse
10:30 Ron & Doris Beath Deneice & Dayland Cheves
[ [
Communion g§:00 Jim Beaver
Assistants 10:30 Dennis Kruse
Flowers Scott & Laurie Syamkenp John & Judy Rittimann Poitias Poinsettias
Lectors 8:00 Cindy Hawkins James Hurst Alice Klein Jack Moore
10:30 Ted Geistweidt Nancy Geistweidt Gloria Baker Jdlatkburn
Ushers B:00 Richard Wahl Team,
10:30 Chip Putnam Team




