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From the Pastor’s Pen
That’s a lot of waiting. Five times in two
verses, the psalmist uses that one word
Lately I’ve found myself reading more
“wait.” Some people might call that
of God’s Word than I’m used to. For
repetitive, but I think it’s powerful. As
the past week now I’ve spent an extra
we read through the
15 minutes in the Bible,
psalm, the psalmist
reading through the Minor
forces us to do what he
Prophets three, four, or even
“I wait for the Lord,
finds himself forced to
five chapters a day. Amos
my soul waits for
do—wait.
is hardly what you’d call a
the Lord, and in his
hopeful book—it’s not for
word I hope; my
We find ourselves forced
nothing he’s known as “the
to wait a lot these days.
soul waits for the
Prophet of Doom”—and yet
The watchmen may
Lord more than
reading his Book has given
wait for the morning,
watchmen wait for
me hope. I’ve felt myself
but he’s only got hours
the morning, more
calmed and settled by extra
to wait. We’ve been
than watchmen wait
time in God’s Word, and
waiting for two and a
for the morning.”
caught myself reflecting
half months now, and
throughout the day on
still no sight of dawn.
Psalm 130:5-6
something I read in the
How much longer till
morning.
we can go out in public
again like we used to?
“I wait for the Lord, and
How much longer till we can gather
in his word I hope.” We’ve all got a lot
in church again like we want to? How
of waiting to do, and too much waiting
much longer till we can do the things
can make the heart grow sick. Wait with
we used to do without fearing we’ll get
the Lord. Wait in his Word. If you need
sick? No one knows, no one can say…
a place to start, start with Psalm 120 and
and so we wait.
read one psalm a day to the end of the
Book. Read each psalm slowly, read
That can get tedious and discouraging
each psalm more than once. Listen to
unless we do what the psalmist tells
what God is saying, and you’ll hear Him
us to do: “I wait for the Lord, and in
speak.
his word I hope.” Who would have
thought the Bible would have a psalm
God’s Word is hope, and God’s Word
for a season like this? And yet it does—
brings hope to you. Wait through this
an entire psalm about waiting, and
season with Him.
waiting, and waiting some more. God’s
Word is our hope. God’s Word gives us
hope.

- Pastor Eric Waters

The information contained in this newsletter is accurate as of May 21, 2020, Please note
that all activities, events, dates and times are subject to change and/or cancellation.

MESSAGE from the CONGREGATION PRESIDENT
On a recent Wednesday afternoon, I saw
a group of St. John people gathered
at the church for the regular Growing
Hope distribution. Despite the massive
pandemic effects on our world, there
were God’s people, faithfully caring
for the needy. They have not missed a
distribution during this entire Covid-19
ordeal! A perfect example of “making
Jesus known,” as in St. John’s mission
statement.

brings out the best in people. Generosity,
selfless service, faith in action. God is working
through his people to bless others.

All around us, we see such examples.
A pandemic disease, that somehow

These are trying times, no doubt. At a recent
Council meeting, we were reminded that

none of us were there by accident. God
knows who will be in our church, what
skills and experience they have, what
role they will play, and what He will
accomplish through each of us. We
stepped off with confidence, doing the
work of the church. All those diverse skills
enable St John to accomplish our mission,
no matter what. Know Jesus, Make Jesus
Known.

That same afternoon, I met with a security
company to inspect our new camera system.
As so often happens at St. John, members
with security expertise have stepped up to
plan and implement these measures. What
a rich blend of skills and experience in our
church!

St. John Congregation President,
Scott Kramer

A NOTE ON STEWARDSHIP
Roger Hemminghaus as Chairman of the Endowment and Legacy Committee and
Mark Danney as Chairman of the Stewardship Committee asked Gary Juhl from our
partner at Legacy Deo to prepare this month’s message

the same inheritance to their children, and
so it goes. A good place to start in leaving
a Godly Legacy is to assure our own estate
plan is in place and accurately meets our
current needs. That should include assuring
the plan reflects our legacy goals related to
family and faith. If you have not started that
process, or have not reviewed it for some
time, then please take the time to start
TODAY. St. John has resources available
to help through our legacy giving partner,
Legacy Deo. Please call the church office for
appropriate contact information.

The blessing of leaving a Godly Legacy
Having spent the last few newsletter articles
reviewing use of our time, talents, and
treasure, we will turn now to stewardship
as it relates to our “final fruits,” i.e. leaving
a Godly Legacy. The verse from Proverbs
13 reminds us to keep our life goals, vision,
and legacy top-of-mind in all our financial
decisions, as every financial decision
is really a spiritual decision! When we
consider our daily “wants” compared to our
future “wants,” it pretty quickly becomes
evident how temporary satisfaction pales in
comparison to leaving a legacy of purpose

and generational fulfillment. The use of
the term “inheritance” in Proverbs 13 is not
limited to money. It also includes how our
actions on earth can impact our legacy of
godly character qualities like integrity and
trustworthiness. Combining a financial
inheritance with wisdom and godliness
helps ensure that future generations
will also manage God’s blessings God’s
way for God’s glory long after we’ve
“graduated” to heaven. That result can
only be accomplished if we train our
children in this so that they may leave

“A good man leaves an inheritance for
his children’s children …”
			Proverbs 13:22(a)

INCOME COMPARISON
Monthly
Operating
Income

January

February

March

April

2020

$122,065

$96,801

$122,637

$98,491

2019

$138,052

$97,576

$108,348

$110,696

$81,251

$101,281

$91,042

$91,777

$98,904

$103,879

$94,205

$278,321

$454,672

2018

$98,403

$105,044

$92,291

$137,611

$90,598

$83,467

$104,972

$91,490

$105,934

$88,848

$148,672

$170,212

$433,349

Avg Weekly
Worship

January

February

March

April

September

October

November

December

2020

449

408

331*

2019

416

410

384

512

434

347

377

391

385

421

382

574

419

2018

380

358

385

454

365

357

364

375

377

405

375

556

396

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

Through
Month

$440,617

ATTENDANCE COMPARISON
ONLINE

May

June

July

August

705

Average
YTD

705
396

*Online attendance information for March 22 and March 29, 2020 was not available.

Create a Memorial... to honor parent, child,
friend and God!
Contact Legacy Deo for a no-cost consultation.
Gary Juhl, CFP® at 800-880-3733 or garyj@legacydeo.org
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Want to keep up with all St. John happenings?
Find us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube, check out our
website, and subscribe to our
weekly email ‘Week-at-a-Glance’
here: http://eepurl.com/X4f4X

Ladies’ Bible Study
PRECEPT
Thursday 9:15am-11:15am
The “Precept” class will resume the study
of the Book of Judges on Thursday, June 4,
2020 at 9:15am. We will meet in Room #118
(if the group is not larger than 10) or in FLC
(if the group is larger than 10). We will follow
guidelines on social distancing. Led by
Pastor Mariola Bergquist

Women of the Word
(W.O.W.)
Wednesdays 9am–10:15am
Women of the Word will
finish ‘What Love Is’ in mid
June. Look for information
on a late summer study
(beginning in July) in the next Messenger.
Please contact Michelle Waters at
watersmichellejoy@gmail.com for info.

Mens’ Bible Study
Mens’ Breakfast
Every other Tuesday 6:30am
“Master Builders Bible For Men” is the
foundation for discussion topics.

shepherds

ADULT FAITH FORMATION NEWS
Each lesson of the Truth Project stands
on its own so feel free to jump in.
Deepen your insight to a Biblical world
view vs. current cultural world views
that flood our lives. How might we
recognize the deceptions, be open to
transformation, and to live succinctly
with God’s Word? Join the approximately 25- minute video presentations and then
join the discussion or just listen in. It’s good stuff! Important stuff! Find the link on our
Week-at-a-Glance email which comes out every Tuesday or email Matt letting him
know you want a reminder and Zoom link for this Shepherds Cave time.
Sunday, June 7th and 14th (Part I & II) Lesson 4 - Theology: Who is God?
Eternal life, according to Jesus, is knowing God in an intimate, personal, and relational
way. Such knowledge, which is possible only because of divine revelation, transforms us
from the inside out as we begin to see ourselves in the light of His majesty and holiness.
Sunday, June 21st and 28th (Part I & II) Lesson 5 - Science: What is True?
The Bible Part One: Science, the “systematic study of the natural world,” brings to
light innumerable evidences of Intelligent Design. But Darwinian theory transforms
science from the honest investigation of nature into a vehicle for propagating a godless
philosophy.
Part Two: A careful examination of molecular biology and the fossil record demonstrates
that evolution is not a “proven fact.” Meanwhile, history shows that ideas, including
Darwinism as a social philosophy, have definite consequences – consequences that can
turn ugly when God is left out of the picture.
This class is for adults, young adults as well as juniors and seniors in high school.
Currently we offer at 8am and 9:30am Zoom times but when we meet again in person
we will meet in Room #117, now renamed the Shepherds Cave. Bring your Bible and a
notebook as we, by His Spirit, seek to grow in wisdom and Biblical maturity.

Attention Young Adults
Are you interested in being a part of a Young Adult
fellowship and Bible Study group?
Paige Olson is seeking out interested persons and hoping to get something
regular started. If you are interested, please contact (text or call) her
at 830-388-1483.

VBS

The year, VBS is moving into
YOUR HOME and the activities are
FOR ALL AGES! Join us!
Find more information on page 5.

Women’s Retreat
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

October 16-18 - We Need Your Help to Plan!
The St. John Lutheran Church Women’s Overnight Retreat will be
October 16-18 at Lutheran Camp Chrysalis in Kerrville, Texas. The retreat will
be a great time to get to know one another and our best friend: Jesus.
Now it is time to start planning and we need your help.
Please contact Peggy Hoppes at heart2love4god@aol.com to be part of the
planning committee. We plan to have our first meeting in June.

Happy Hearts
“Happy Hearts” is a fellowship group for
people (members and non-members) who
are 55 and up. The group meets on the
2nd Monday of every month.

Happy Hearts is on break and plans to
resume in September.

For more information, please call the
church office at
830-249-3651 or email Pastor Mariola:
pastormariola@stjohlutheran.com
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Our Family3 Ministries Team:

Matt Olson, Director of Family3 Ministries, Email: matt@stjohnlutheran.com, Cell: 830-388-1550
Tiffany Jurezcki, Nursery and Children’s Ministry Coordinator.
Email: tiffany@stjohnlutheran.com, Cell: 830-328-3744
Amy Townsend, Hospitality Coordinator, Email: amy@stjohnlutheran.com, Cell: 713-480-8113

YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S
FAITH FORMATION
“Waiting on the Lord” for
Sunday Morning ‘Feeding Time’

S3HEEP:

students, seeking and
serving HIM
everywhere, everyday,
passionately

LAMBS3:

We call Sunday morning gatherings “Feeding Time” because we are to
“Feed on,” “God’s Word” (everyday, but especially on our Sabbath day).
Until Then...

learning and
memorizing Bible
stories, songs, and
service

Our hope is that come July we can offer our Youth and Children Sunday Morning classes. Be watching for email
announcements regarding this. When it happens…
Pre-school through 3rd graders will review their learning of the books of the Bible and start a new series.
4th – 5th graders will begin a NEW curriculum called Be Bold!
6th -8th Graders will continue to Tend their God given Holy Spirit flames by exploring God’s Word in the Fold
9th – 10th Graders will reconnect in the Upper Room.
11th – 12th graders will join the Adults in the Shepherds Cave, going through “The Truth Project.” (see Adult Faith Formation
page.)

Encouragement in Christ through
online Zoom gatherings
See the St. John Week-at-a-Glance email for links
Parents / Grandparents: enter the Shepherd Cave on Sundays at 8am
or 9:30am (2 time options)
4th and 5th Graders: Join a Zoom gathering! For details, contact
Marissa Klein at 210-393-4653
Middle Schoolers: be a part of the Fold online, Sundays at 4pm.
High School freshman and
sophomores: discover that the
Upper Room can be online, too,
Sundays at 7pm.
High School juniors and seniors:
have your own virtual
Upper Room space on
Sundays at 8:30pm.
Young Adults: let us
explore together
as we experiment
with a 5p
“Happy Hour,”
virtual style,
on Sundays at 5pm.
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blast! News

(Bible Learning and Sharing Time)
Once our Children and Youth programs and nursery
services reopen:
Following opening singing time, BLAST students go to the
following rooms:
Nursery and Pre-School: Nursery Rooms attached to FLC
Kindergarten – 1st graders: Room #217
2nd – 3rd graders: Room #215
4th – 5th graders moving to Room #119
9am: Breakfast, Mingle, and Play in the Family Life Center
9:30am: Opening for all students in the Small Dining Room,
9:45am: Students go to their classrooms
10:30am: Parent check-out at rooms.

Check out the NALC’s Home Devotional:
www.holyfamilytime.com
ADULTS: Be a SHEPHERD! Build relationships with kids and
reflect the love of Christ. Talk with Matt or Tiffany for info.

Confirmation Celebration Update:
The Confirmation (The Affirmation
of Baptism) Rite has been moved to
September. Our hope is that by that
time we can re-gather families to
celebrate more completely this
important milestone. Watch for
details coming at summer’s end.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

VBS

good
GOD IS

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
VBS is moving into YOUR HOME!
Join us throughout June to
participate in VBS activities in your
own home with your family.
St. John has partnered with 4 other churches to provide your
family (regardless of ages or how many members) in-home
VBS opportunities.T he theme is “God is Good!”

Camp Chrysalis and Camp Ebert Update:
At the time of this publication we do not have the final
plans for Camp Chrysalis and Ebert, in regards to their
onsite summer camp weeks. Thus, we are hopeful that
all will remain a “go.” If you have a student who has not
signed up for camp and would like to do so, please go
to: crosstrails.org. Here you will find the availability and
plans for the summer. If you register your child/ren, please
bring in a receipt showing your payment and St. John
will reimburse you half the cost for St. John members.
Summer Bible Camp is a wonderful way to deepen in
God’s Word and relationship with Him as well as grow
in friendships, so we want to support families in this. Let
us keep our students and families in our prayers as we
navigate this unusual summer.

We hope your family will continue Pastor Water’s First 15 (or
any 15 minutes) during the summer and we will give you some
fun ideas to study God’s Word!
Beginning June 1 all families will be emailed a daily activity
sheet. We will also have them available on our website and
Facebook page so invite your friends!
Our challenge to you is to complete 3 of the 9 activity
choices per day. Feel free to do more if you’d like!
Post pictures on Facebook and tag St. John so we can all
celebrate together until we can meet again!
The first week in June includes activities designed by Tiffany
and Pastor Jennifer Gold from St. John. Thanks you two!

G

We are considering this
opportunity to gather
together for a LCMC Youth
overnight outing.
July 31 - August 1
in Victoria, TX
Watch for more information, and let
Matt know if you are interested.
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CHURCH NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS
Alliyah Greaver joins St. John
as Vicar (Intern Pastor)
In late June/early July, we will welcome Alliyah
Greaver as Vicar (intern) here at St. John! She
will serve at our church from June 2020 to July
2021. We are anxious to meet Alliyah and she is
very excited to join us.
A little about Alliyah: She was born in Yankton,
South Dakota as the daughter of two pastors.
She received her undergraduate degree in Religion and Socio-Legal Studies, with a minor
in Philosophy from Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa. She attended Luther Seminary in
St. Paul, Minnesota for two years and will be receiving her Masters of Divinity at the North
American Lutheran Seminary of the NALC in Ambridge, PA in June of this year. In her free
time she enjoys reading, writing poetry, and crocheting. We look forward to meeting Alliyah
and welcoming her with open arms! Read more about her on our website: https://www.
stjohnlutheran.com/about/meet-the-pastor/.

Boerne Community Coalition

HEARTS OF LOVE FOOD BAGS
LOVE Boerne Kids, a program of the Boerne Community
Coalition (BCC), assembles Hearts of Love Food Bags to be
delivered to children participating in the Summer Lunch Program.
To help meet the increased need and reach more children this summer,
the BCC has partnered with St. John Lutheran Church to provide a drive-thru / walk-up
service for our Hearts of Love (HOL) Weekly Food Bags. These bags will contain
7 breakfast items, 7 lunch items, 7 pieces of fresh fruit, and daily snacks (all non-perishable
except the fruit) designed to provide food for a child for one week (except dinner),
replacing the free meals they receive while in school. We are working with Blessings in a
Backpack and the Boerne ISD to ensure the parents/guardians of children who are now
receiving BISD Meal Service are aware of the summer distribution at St. John Lutheran
Church. We hope to provide up to 300 HOL bags per week for 11 weeks of summer.
The cost to provide food for one week to a child facing food insecurity is roughly $15,
or $165 for the entire summer!
If you are interested in volunteering for the HOL Weekly Food Bags over the summer,
please visit our website under ‘Events’. High school students can earn service hours, and
we have opportunities for student leadership.

Clothing Drive! Can YOU help?
On June 3, at StJLC, bags will be provided with information on each
sponsored child, including age and sizes. Sponsors should return
bags no later than June 30 to StJLC.
Sponsor a BISD child and provide NEW clothing for the first day of school:
1 bottom (1 denim, pants, shorts or skirt),
1 top (1 dress in lieu of top for young girls),
Socks, Underwear
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To Sponsor One or More Children, please contact:
Jennifer Kuentz: textrump1@yahoo.com

Blood Drive
June 7, 8am - 1pm
Join us in for our South Texas Blood and
Tissue Blood Drive on Sunday, June 7,
2020 from 8am to 1pm in Luther Hall. Our
goal is to have 30 donors. Can we count
on you? For more information, contact
Lise Perez lisep55@gmail.com for info or
to sign up to donate.

The STANDBYME Mentoring Program is
a ministry of Hill Country Daily Bread.
It was created in 2006 to support at-risk
youth in our Boerne community who
are in search of support, guidance, and
God’s love. This ministry is looking for
mentors for children aged 6-18. We
currently have 30 children on a wait list
for mentors.
If you would like to get involved, please
contact the StandByMe staff at
830-755-5200 or visit:
https://hillcountrydailybread.com/standby-me/be-a-stand-by-me-mentor/

A New GriefShare Cycle
Will Begin in July
The Christian-oriented GriefShare
bereavement program, under the
guidance of Pastor Bergquist, is available
to both StJLC members and nonmembers. Anyone aged 17 and older
mourning the death of a loved one is
invited to come at any point during the 15week cycle, as each class is a stand-alone
unit. There is no charge for this ministry.
A new cycle will begin on Tuesday, July 21
and Wednesday July 22. Meeting options
are: Tuesdays, 10am to noon and
Wednesdays, 6:30pm to 8:30pm
Childcare is available on Wednesdays with
prior notice. Both groups meet in the
Education Wing, first floor.
More information is available online at
www.griefshare.org or by calling Connie
at 512-779-5508, Barbara at 210-373-9070,
or the church office at 830-249-3651. You
will find welcome and support in the
company of others struggling with grief.

CHURCH NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS
Frank and Linda Bush would like to thank all of you for your
concern, heartfelt texts, phone calls, Facebook replies, and cards.
Honoring our Senior Members (80+)
With Birthdays In JUNE
Dave Bowman (06/04)
Judy Collins (06/20)
John Leverton (06/05)
Glenn Marquardt (06/25)

Bill Price (06/20)
Kay Rutherford (06/25)
Dave Smith (06/09)
June Stevens (06/17)

If you are turning 80 or are already 80+
and not listed, contact the church office.

Frank writes ‘After the funeral, there were many days of a whirlwind
of calls, paperwork, cleaning and arranging for mother’s care. The
long drive home was my first chance to be alone in days, Reality finally overcame me.
Mmy adrenaline shut down, and I was truly spent when I arrived home.
Then Linda brought literally dozens of your cards and showed me all the comments
on her Facebook which was truly uplifting. Your support and encouraging words were
wonderful and we are grateful. This was a reminder of Mom and Dad’s teaching to keep
life basic by having your priorities in order. First is God, second is Family, and third is
friends and neighbors. It is clear that Church Family is all three in one. We are grateful
and You are A Blessing to all because...….WE ARE FAMILY!“

Kait Dahl

Kait Dahl will be attending the University of
Alabama in the fall and majoring in Business and
Accounting. She also plans to participate in sorority
recruitment as well as continue her faith through
the University Lutheran Church Student Group.

Brooke Adickes

Connor Lee

Priya Agarwal

Ava Mason

Jake Allen

Kendra Pfeiffer

Madyson Arnold

Alexandra Purchatzke

Hunter Craig

Hensley Repak

Riley Clow

Zachary Walsh

Brooke Taylor Adickes will be attending North
West Vista College in the fall majoring in
Business. She would like to be a Realtor or
work in Child Development.

Priya will be attending Texas A & M University
in the Fall. She plans to major in Biomedical
Studies.

Jake will be a Film and Digital Media major at
Baylor University this fall.

Madyson will attend Central Texas Community
College with plans to transfer to Angelo State.
She will major in agricultural education

Hunter will be attending Sam Houston
State University in the fall and plans to study
Interdisciplinary Studies.

Riley will be attending UT Austin in the fall
on an Air Force ROTC Scholarship. She will be
studying Mechanical Engineering.

Connor will be a student at UTSA this fall where he
will study Electrical Engineering.

Ava plans on attending Florida State University and
majoring in environmental science this fall.

Kendra is planning on attending Clarendon College
in the fall and will be on their meat judging team.

Alexandra is headed to UT Austin and will major in
Biochemistry.

Hensley plans to attend Blinn College and then
transfer to Texas A & M to study nutritional sciences.

Zachary is planning on attending Clemson
University in the fall.

Congratulations also to those not pictured: Erin Pankratz, Beau Smith, Boone Stauber, Angelina Ziegler
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Please note that all activities, events, dates and times are subject to change and/or cancellation.

JUNE
SUNDAY

MONDAY
9am Quilters
6pm Property Meeting
7pm Al Anon

TUESDAY
9am Summer Program Food
Distribution Prep
6:30pm Congregational Care
6:30pm Worship Committee
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9am Summer Program Food
Distribution Prep
6pm Mission Committee
6:30pm Congregational Life
6:30pm Outreach Committee

1

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2

9am Summer Program Food3
Distribution
9am Women of the Word
4:30pm Growing Hope
Distribution

9:15am Precept
7pm Al Anon

4

5

6

9

9am Summer Program Food10
Distribution
9am Women of the Word

9:15am Precept
7pm Al Anon

11

12

13

9am Summer Program Food 17 9:15am Precept
Distribution
7pm Al Anon
9am Women of the Word
4:30pm Growing Hope Distribution

18

19

20

9am Summer Program Food 24
Distribution
9am Women of the Word

25

26

27

VBS - AT HOME ACTIVITIES
Blood Drive 8am-1pm
9:30am Praise Service
10:45am Traditional Service

7

9am Quilters
7pm Al Anon

9:30am Praise Service
10:45am Traditional Service

14

12pm Lit N Lunch
7pm Al Anon

15

9am Summer Program Food
Distribution Prep
7pm Council Meeting

16

9:30am Praise Service
10:45am Traditional Service

21

7pm Al Anon

22

9am Summer Program Food
Distribution Prep

23

28

7pm Al Anon

29

9am Summer Program Food
Distribution Prep

30

CAMP CHRYSALIS (K-8)
9:30am Praise Service
10:45am Traditional Service

9:15am Precept
7pm Al Anon

